306	THE POLAND OF PILSUDSKI
the Soviet with Finland and Latvia and, somewhat later, with
Estonia. In former years the Soviet had tried to get the Baltic
States to sign treaties which were not acceptable to them, but
they were able to accept these new treaties without demur, as
they contained nothing objectionable—much the contrary, in
fact. It was evident that the Soviet was anxious and in a hurry
to have these pacts signed, the truth being that it was spurred
on by fear of Japan's programme of expansion, and at the same
time was alarmed by the continued growth of Hitlerism, with
its passionate opposition to Communism. Moscow was keen
to be on friendly terms with the "Border" States, and was not
averse from coming to an understanding with Rumania on terms,
such as the shelving of the Bessarabian question for a definite
period; negotiations took place, but they were unsatisfactory
to Rumania, who was not content with anything less than a
complete non-aggression treaty recognizing her possession
of Bessarabia.
On July 25 the Polish-Soviet treaty of non-aggression, valid
for three years, was signed at Moscow by Patek for Poland and
Krestinsky for the Soviet. Zaleski explained the treaty as a develop-
ment of the Kellogg Pact, and declared that it was in keeping
with all the international agreements of Poland, including her
alliance with Rumania, though he hoped for the early conclusion
of a treaty between Rumania and the Soviet on similar lines.
It was pointed out that the fourth Article of the treaty made
express stipulation respecting the unimpaired validity of the
contractual engagements Poland and the Soviet had entered
into before the signing of the treaty. The fact remained, however,
that Rumania at that time did not look with favour on the treaty,
and a large part of her Press was extremely displeased with it,
but in the Rumanian Parliament Vaida Voevod, the Prime
Minister, said he had received assurances from Poland that the
treaty would not be ratified by her until a similar pact had been
concluded with the Soviet by Rumania. But there seemed little
prospect of such a pact, and at the end of August, Beck, Polish
Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairs, when on a holiday on the
Black Sea coast, took the opportunity to visit Bucarest to

